Course Syllabus

8th Grade Business Education
Teacher: Mr. Scott



Course: Business & Computer Science
Date: 2010-2011 



Grade Level: 8th Grade

Course Description:
The eighth grade Business & Computer Science course offers hands on experience to teach students the fundamentals of operating in the 21st century workplace.  A variety of units will cover topics including keyboarding, business skill foundations, career pathways, and financial literacy.  A basic introduction to economic, business, and information systems will also be introduced during the nine week course. 
Course Objectives: 


1. Keyboarding and Ergonomics
2. 21st Century Skills

3. Business Foundation

4. 21st Century Career Pathways

5. Financial Literacy

Grading Scheme:
Grades are reported every 9 weeks and will be based upon a weighted average of:

1. Technology Articles / Class Participation – 10%
2. Written and Computer Quizzes – 25%
3. Class Projects – 20%

4. Written and Computer Test – 30%
5. IT 21 Software Units – 15%
The following academic grading scale shall be used in grades six through eight.
A 90 and Above

B 80-89

C 70-79

F Below 70

W/(1-100) Withdrew/Pass or Fail

NG No grade

INC Incomplete
Scheduled Help Sessions:  I am available for make-up work due to absences or extra practice in the mornings before school with the exception of faculty meetings.  Students must have a signed hall pass by instructor prior to using the lab in the morning (8 – 8:40 am). After school use of the lab will be by appointment only; students are expected to give a day’s notice of their need for after school use so a computer can be reserved for their use. I have designated Friday from 8:00am – 8:40am, as a morning help session period, a pass is still required. Remember this is a nine week course; which means there is a limited time for make up work to be completed.
Teacher/Parent Communication: 

Communication initiated by both the parents and teacher is essential for a student’s academic and behavioral success.  If academic or behavioral problems occur, I will communicate my concerns via telephone calls, student agenda, notes attached to students work, or e-mail.

I maybe reached via school voice mail at 770-497-3860 ext. 269 or e-mail at scotto@fultonschools.org.
Absence Make-up Procedures:


It is the student’s responsibility to contact teachers to request make-up work.  The students must complete make-up work within the time specified by the teacher.  The student will be given the same amount of time to make up the work as the student was absent unless other arrangements are mutually agreed upon.  The student will receive the actual grade on the make-up work if the absence was “excused”; make-up for “unexcused” absences maybe reduced by ten points.  

Provision for Improving Grades

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. 

2. Teacher will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Discipline Guidelines, Classroom Procedures, and Expectations:


Students should be on time to class, sit in their assigned seats, and be prepared to participate appropriately in all activities.  Students should follow the directions of the teacher at all times.  Students are expected to work quietly and to do their own work.  Each assignment should reflect the student’s best effort.  Students should respect the rights and feelings of other students and the teacher.  There should be no gum, candy, and breath mints, food of any kind, consumption of water, or any liquid in the computer lab. (Violation of items in bold after first class meeting will result in 7:45 AM private detention, additional violations will result in public detention)

It is expected that students will use the computer hardware and software with care and as instructed by the teacher.  Students should not touch any other’s student’s computer.  Any mishandling or tampering of computers or systems may result in losing computer privileges at school.  In addition, disciplinary action, including suspension, may occur for situations considered serious by the school administration.  Any damage-requiring repair to hardware or software will result in financial charges being assessed.  When using the Internet, “Surfing on the Internet is absolutely not allowed.”  Computer accessories such as digital cameras, web cameras, video cameras, scanners, flash drives, and etc. must be used in accordance to the student code of conduct and school related activities and assignments only.
In order to maintain an environment conducive to learning, students must follow behavior guidelines.  If a routine infraction is made the following process will be followed: 

1. Student warning.

2. If behavior continues, parental contact.

3. If behavior continues, private or public detention.

4. If behavior continues, referral to discipline assistant principal. 

Any flagrant violation of school rules will result in a referral to discipline assistant principal.  

STUDENT AND PARENT CONFIRMATION OF UNDERSTANDING OF COURSE SYLABUS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Student signature is required.  Only one parent signature is necessary but it is preferred to have both parents contact information if applicable.  Thank you for you time and cooperation.  If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me.  Please separate this page and have student return to instructor.

Student Name (Please Print) ____________________________________________________

Student Signature  ____________________________________________________________


Date: ___________________________________

Parent(s) Name (Please Print) ___________________________________________________

Parent(s) Signature _____________________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________

Phone Home ___________________________
Phone Other ___________________________

E-mail:  _________________________________


As part of the class abridged clips from the TV movie, Pirates of Silicon Valley is shown.  This is a classroom edited version of the original TNT movie which chronicles the creation of Microsoft by Bill Gates and Apple Computer by Steve Jobs.  Please sign below to give your child permission to view clips of the movie.  If you do not sign below, your child will receive and alternative assignment in another class during the time clips of the movie is shown.
Thank you.

Yes, my child has permission to view clips from Pirates of Silicon Valley as a part of the Business Education and Computer Science Eighth grade course.
Signature of Parent or Guardian.
We understand that chewing gum in class will result in 7:45am detention.  First offense in Mr. Scott’s room, second offense will be public detention.








